BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS
JACKSON COUNTY, FLORIDA

Project # 2021-22

Broadband Network

ADDENDUM 2

This addendum is to address minor discrepancies and omissions found in review of the bid documents. Due to these updates the deadline for sealed proposals has been extended to Friday, July 2nd, 2021. 

Proposals must be submitted by 2:00 P.M. (local time) on Friday July 2nd, 2021 at Jackson County Board of County Commissioners, 2864 Madison Street, Marianna, Florida 32448. Proposals will be opened immediately following the deadline at the same location.

Under Section 1.1 Replace with the following: 

Pursuant to this Request for Proposals (RFP), the County is seeking proposals from qualified companies, combinations of companies, business partnerships, public-private partnerships, and/or public providers, including non-profits and governmental entities (such entity or entities who submit a proposal to this RFP shall be collectively referred to herein as “firm”) to deliver a comprehensive solution that will provide reliable broadband internet service to at least 98% of serviceable locations in Jackson County, Florida. Specifically, the County is interested in receiving proposals for the design, finance, construction, installation, operation, and maintenance of the above-described broadband network that will meet certain minimum technical specifications further described in this RFP.  As part of this RFP, the County will also accept and consider creative or innovative proposals that will expand broadband internet availability within the County, including but not limited to, design-build-finance proposals, proposals for the formation of a public-private partnership between the firm and the County, proposals from public internet providers, etc. The County seeks a commitment from a firm capable of operating and maintaining the broadband network upon build-out at their own cost and expense for a minimum of five years.

In the sole discretion of the County, the County may provide funding assistance for startup costs including but not limited to Wireless Infrastructure, Network Infrastructure, UPS Installation Tower Lease, Marketing, and purchase and installation of communications equipment.  However, the County does not anticipate providing any funding toward operations of maintenance of the facilities and broadband network.  Firms seeking funding assistance or other forms of contributions from the County should clearly identify this in their response.  

Under Section 2.3 Technical

Add to first paragraph: These are the goals for the ultimate network to be constructed, and proposers should point out that if they do not anticipate being able to meet any of the goals, they should clearly denote this in their proposal. Preferred bandwidth requirement 100 mbps down/100 up. 

Under Section 2.5 Funding - Replace with the Following

Business Plan: 
Provide a description of the general structure of the system and/or the “business plan”, including who owns the infrastructure, who is responsible for maintenance, who is responsible for customer service/billing/marketing, additionally describe any responsibilities that would fall to the County.  

Under Section 3.1 Paragraph E – Replace with the Following 

Proposed Method of Funding.  Describe the Firm’s proposed approach to funding the design, construction, and installation of the network. Include details concerning any proposed financing associated with same (i.e. bank loans, issuance of bonds or other debt instruments, etc.).  Describe in detail any funding assistance, capital contributions, or other forms of investment the Firm would seek from the County in relation to the establishment of the broadband network. 

Under Section 4.4 – Replace with the Following 

Submittals in response to this Solicitation will be reviewed against the criteria listed herein, and the award of a contract(s), if any, shall be made in accordance with standard purchasing procedures, the Jackson County Procurement Policy, and applicable regulations of the State of Florida.  

It is anticipated that the County will authorize the negotiation of a contract with the highest ranked Firm. In the event negotiations with the highest ranked Firm are unsuccessful, the County may authorize contract negotiations with other responsive Firms in the order in which they were ranked. Provided, the County reserves the right to the right to reject any and all, or parts of any and all proposals, to re-advertise this solicitation, postpone or cancel, at any time, this solicitation process, or to waive minor irregularities and informalities in this RFQ or in the proposal received as a result of this RFQ. The County does not guarantee the award of any contract as a result of this solicitation process.

Under Section 4.6 – Replace with the Following 

A selection committee appointed and approved in accordance with the Jackson County Procurement Code will review all Requests for Proposals and make a recommendation to the Board of County Commissioners based on the established proposal evaluation criteria.  A selected group of Consultants may be required to make an oral presentation to the Selection Committee.  If needed, such a presentation will provide an opportunity for the Consultants to clarify the information provided in their proposal.  If an oral presentation is required, the final decision of the Selection Committee will be based on the overall tabulation from the oral presentation.  The Professional Services Selection Committee will present its recommendations to the Board of County Commissioners, which has the authority to make the final determination and award contracts.  

